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From December 26th, 2006: SPECIAL REPORT. The Death of President Gerald Ford who served as the 
38th President of The United States from 1974 - 1977. Ford died at his home in California at 6:45 P.M 
PST/9:45 P.M E.S.T, Ford lived to be 93 at the time the oldest President in history. 


e Coverage runs from 11:52 P.M E.T - 12:06 A.M E.T 
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well we're cutting out of that piece on mavericks because we have some breaking news to tell you gerald 
ford the 38th president of the united states has died today his wife betty has just made that announcement 
we're going to do a special report for the entire country and so we're going to pause right now for a moment 
so the rest of the country can join us this is an abc news special report good evening we're breaking into 
regular programming right now to tell you the news that gerald r ford the 38th president of the united states 
died today at his home in california his widow betty ford has made that announcement president ford was 93 
years old he died at home surrounded by members of his family including his wife of more than half a century 
betty ford president ford was the longest living american president at 93 years old there had been concerns 
about his health in the last few years that is the last moving picture we've seen of him when president bush 
visited him out in california he was active until very near the end of his long long life gerald ford was 
president of the united states for just over two years taking office after the resignation of president nixon and 
the watergate scandal the country was traumatized and polarized in a way that even our politics did not 
begin to approach gerald ford was a healer eminently decent man modest and honest the country seemed to 
rally to his spirit even though when he pardoned richard nixon it was a source of great controversy and may 
have cost him re-election to the office presidency he 
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re-election to the office presidency he was a member of the house of representatives for 25 years and vice 
president being named vice president by president x enough the resignation of spiro agnew gerald ford is 
actually the only man ever to be president of the united states who wasn't elected either to be president or 
vice president and he died today in california at the age of 93. i want to talk a little bit about his legacy right 
now we're joined on the phone right now by richard norton smith who is scholar in residence at george 
mason university former director of the ford library and he is very close to the family richard norton smith i 
know this is a difficult day for all those who love gerald ford but what can you tell us about president ford's 
last days well i think i'm probably going to lead that to the family uh terry i'm sure the family spokesman will 
uh will be putting out that information my understanding is that the family was with the president uh when he 
passed away that it was uh very peaceful and um you know i'm struck forgive the historian in me uh history 
repeats itself it was on december 26 1973 that gary truman passed away in kansas city and there's a 
connection there one of the very first things gerald ford did when he became president one of the symbolic 
actions he took was to put harry truman's portrait in the cabinet room of the white house and that was uh one 
of many symbolic things he did during those first few days uh really to let the american people know that uh 
had a page had been turned the things were going to be very very different and i i think you are right i think 


history will remember him in many ways for what he was able to do uh in terms of restoring confidence in our 
government um restoring integrity to the american presidency but you know that wasn't the whole story um 
your theme is tonight on nightline is mavericks 
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mavericks gerald ford it may surprise you was a something of a maverick himself politically he began his 
political career taking on a an entrenched republican congressman in west michigan over the issue of uh 
internationalism you know he fought in world war ii he come back from the war convinced that the united 
states could no longer take shelter behind two oceans uh and he he took on an incumbent who believed that 
the world ended at the michigan indiana lie and against all odds he beat him and he was an internationalist 
throughout his congressional and presidential career and as you say richard norton smith he had a knack in 
those traumatized days after the resignation of president nixon for the right gesture the right words to bring 
the country to some sense of of healing our long national nightmare is over he said upon taking office let me 
go now to our colleague charles gibson in addition to being our anchor here at world news uh charlie covered 
the 1976 campaign of presidential campaign of gerald ford charlie uh when you think about gerald ford the 
man you knew and the man you covered what comes to mind well i i was interested to hear you talking just a 
moment ago because the decency of the man was above all what struck you um a fascinating family uh he 
was very much a family man some people may not remember that when he actually became president he 
didn't move for a while out of his home in arlington the ford family liked it where they lived actually out in 
alexandria virginia and they didn't want to come in they didn't come into the white house for a while and then 
there was a lot about the president making his own breakfast etc he was really uh in in many respects the 
common man uh who ascended to the presidency uh as you mentioned uh somewhat by accident the 
resignation of spiro agnew and then the resignation of uh richard nixon but you mentioned the pardon of 
nixon and and that obviously was one of the seminal moments of his presidency i 
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seminal moments of his presidency i covered the election and in in many respects that was something that 
he never could overcome he pardoned richard nixon because he said as president i'm spending a quarter of 
my time on the problems of one person and he didn't really prepare i don't think the country for the uh for the 
pardon he sort of did it quickly without laying much groundwork it took the country by surprise i remember as 
a young reporter in those days his his approval ratings uh just plummeted he had very high approval ratings 
when he first took over because he did say the right things in assuming the presidency you mentioned he 
said my fellow americans our long national nightmare is over people don't remember if they didn't live 
through that period just how traumatizing a watergate was and then he said our constitution works here the 
people rule and and those words really were electric gave him a tremendously high approval rating i think it 
was over 70 percent and then he pardoned nixon and it plummeted uh to about fifty percent uh just overnight 
and and um that really was something that uh that people never uh forgave him for they thought there was a 
quid pro quo he said over and over that that was not true that he was never par i never promised uh nixon a 
pardon when uh nixon named him vice president he testified to that effect but people uh it was just a difficult 
uphill climb for them and then jimmy carter came along as a sort of fresh face in politics un people were 
ready for a change having gone through the nixon period and gerald ford lost narrowly but did lose the 
presidency in 1976 and so he served only those two years but as you said he said our constitution works and 
if his contribution was to demonstrate that that's in those times a mighty large contribution we have a 
statement here by mrs betty ford she says my family joins me in sharing the difficult news that gerald ford our 
beloved husband father grandfather and great-grandfather 
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father grandfather and great-grandfather has passed away at 93 years of age his life was filled with love of 
god his family and his country gerald ford dying today in california at the age of 93. we're gonna have 
complete coverage of this story the death of gerald ford the 38th president of the united states on nightline 


and we will return to nightline on the east coast and your regular programming across the country i'm terry 
moran thanks for watching for continuing coverage of this story stay with abc news abcnews.com and abc 
news radio this has been a special report from abc [Music] news and so we continue now on nightline with 
our coverage of the death of gerald ford as charlie gibson and richard north and smith have said really his 
major contribution in some ways and let's take a look back at the life of gerald ford was to right the ship of 
state in very troubled times the office of president of the united stand he was called the accidental president 
chosen by president nixon to fill the remainder of spiro agnew's term as vice president then succeeding to 
the presidency when the events of watergate forced richard nixon's own resignation help me god so help me 
god congratulations born july 14 1913 in omaha nebraska a lover of sports ford was a star football player in 
high school he played center leading his team to the state championship in his senior year he continued 
playing at the university of michigan after graduation he took a job as an assistant coach at yale where he 
also attended law school 
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attended law school ford returned to grand rapids michigan to begin practicing law but world war ii intervened 
and he went into the navy as an ensign coming home in december of 1945 as a lieutenant commander in 
1948 he decided to run for congress from michigan's fifth congressional district he won the general election 
in november with 61 percent of the vote during that campaign he married elizabeth bloomer betty as a young 
congressman ford was not exactly considered a star of the republican party but he was a team player in 
1965 he outmaneuvered incumbent charles halleck succeeding him as house minority leader ford was now 
only one step away from his long cherished goal speaker of the house it was while he was minority leader 
that an embattled richard nixon chose ford in october 1973 as his vice president when spiro agnew resigned 
the choice was met with overwhelming congressional approval from both parties ford himself was subdued 
i'm a ford not a lincoln but when nixon resigned on august 9th the following year ford like lincoln became 
president but i assume the presidency under extraordinary circumstances never before experienced by 
americans this is an hour of history that troubles our minds and hurts our hearts my fellow americans our 
long national nightmare is over it was almost as if the country breathed a collective sigh of relief good old 
jerry was now in the white house but on the morning of september 8th the good feeling ended ford 
announced he had given richard nixon a full free and absolute pardon and for the first time a president had to 
appear before a congressional committee to explain 
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committee to explain his actions people there was no deal period there were other problems during his 
presidency first among them he faced a full-scale recession things seem to fare no better on the international 
front in april 1975 americans witnessed the scenes of their countrymen being airlifted from the roof of the u.s 
embassy in saigon as the north vietnamese took over the city a month later cambodians captured the 
american merchant ship mayaguez president ford ordered a rescue it was successful but at a cost of 40 
americans dead and 50 wounded in 1976 ford successfully fended off a challenge from ronald reagan to 
capture his party's nomination but in a hard-fought campaign against democrat jimmy carter his luck again 
turned bad in their second debate ford made what many considered a fatal mistake declaring there is no 
soviet domination of eastern europe that statement and the nixon pardon political observers contend cost 
him the election though he was only to be an interim caretaker gerald ford's decency and his openness 
helped heal the nation's wounds he will be remembered by many as good old jerry decency and openness 
two of the things that americans will always remember about gerald ford our colleague john cochran is on the 
phone with us john covered the ford white house in the nixon white house as well and john i want to ask you 
about about those two men you saw that transition you were there the day that transition happened what did 
gerald ford bring to the white house we keep talking about his decency the fact that he was a principled man 
a midwesterner with solid midwestern values that may sound like small modest praise for a president 
especially to young people but terry you have to go back to that period when he assumed the presidency 
richard nixon had resigned in disgrace the country was 





had resigned in disgrace the country was reeling from the watergate scandal and ford steadied a nation that 
really lost some of its confidence in the institution of the presidency and that was his great contribution he 
brought a sense of decency and morality back to the oval office in his brief presidency which after all as you 
mentioned lasted less than two and a half years there were very few remarkable domestic or international 
achievements but he left the presidency in a lot better shape terry than when he assumed that office all right 
thanks john john cochran who covered the ford white house once again the news gerald r ford the 38th 
president of the united states died today at his home in california surrounded by his family including his wife 
of more than half a century betty ford he was 93 years old he will lie in repose in california and then he will 
move to what his body will be moved to washington dc where he will lie in state there will be a funeral in 
washington d.c and then he will go home to be laid to rest gerald ford dying today at the age of 93. 
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